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Synopsis

This concise and readable new text for courses in Film Adaptation or Film and Literature introduces
students to the art of adapting works of literature for film. Adaptation describes the interwoven
histories of literature and film, presents key analytical approaches to adaptation, and provides an
in-depth overview of adaptations of novels, short stories, plays, nonfiction, and animation. The book

concludes with an analysis of why adaptations sometimes fail.
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Customer Reviews

ADAPTATION: STUDYING FILM AND LITERATURE is a joy to read. Historically, films adapted
from a literary text have won seventy-five percent of all best-picture Academy Awards, so this
engaging textbook should interest not only readers taking film courses but also other film
aficionados.The co-authors teach college courses in Film Studies, Literature, and English
Composition. Their composition expertise shows in the exceptional clarity of their writing.
Throughout the book, they present engaging examples of adaptations from novels, novellas, short
stories, nonfiction, and graphic stories (animations).Too many film-reviewers assume that
successful film adaptation emerges principally from fidelity to the original literary text. Not so. "Film
is another medium with its own conventions, artistic values, and techniques, and so the original
story is transformed into a different work of alike. . . . We use fidelity not as an evaluative term that
measures the merit of films, but as a descriptive term that allows discussion of the relationship
between two companion works. To begin the description of the relationship between text and film,

we ask you to compare the two in detail and then to classify the adaptation as a close, loose, or



intermediate interpretation (page 2)."Among the several novel adaptations discussed, the book
presents a detailed analysis of Harper Lee’s "To Kill a Mockingbird." The discussion begins with a
brief summary of the novel and goes on to describe Robert Mulligan’s adaptation under the
following rubrics: kept elements--setting and situations; added elements; and dropped elements. An

example of dropped elements: of the novel’s sixty-eight characters, forty are dropped.
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